
 WE ARE HERE BECAUSE SOMETHING HAPPENED 
 
BIG IDEA:  
The whole Christian faith __________ and __________ on whether or not 
__________ ________ ________ ______ __________ 

QUESTIONS THAT NEED TO BE ANSWERED:  

• Is the resurrection __________________? 

• Is the resurrection __________________? 

• Does the resurrection ____________? 

• What if the resurrection ________________ ________________? 
 

1Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2By this gospel you are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the 
Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters 
at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me also, 
as to one abnormally born. 
 
9For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet 
not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what 
we preach, and this is what you believed. 
 
12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be 
false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from 



the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead 
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 
 
29Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If 
the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them? 30And as for us, why 
do we endanger ourselves every hour? 31I face death every day—yes, just as surely as 
I boast about you in Christ Jesus our Lord. 32If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus with no 
more than human hopes, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 
 
33Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 34Come back to your 
senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God—I 
say this to your shame. 
 
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 
up in victory.” 55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 56The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
58Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.. 

– 1 Corinthians 15:1-19; 29-34; 54-58 (NIV) 
 
RESOURCES FOR DEFENDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH  
Visit any of the following sites to search and find answers to many of the most common 
and difficult questions that skeptics, agnostics, and atheists ask about Jesus, the 
resurrection, the Christian faith, and the reliability of the Bible 

• FRANK TUREK crossexamined.org 
• SEAN MCDOWELL seanmcdowell.org 
• WILLIAM LANE CRAIG reasonablefaith.org 
• J. WARNER WALLACE coldcasechristianity.com 
• THE POACHED EGG thepoachedegg.net 
• STAND TO REASON str.org 


